MIDWEST CLASSIC CONFERENCE GUIDELINES

WOMEN’S BASKETBALL

(REVISED 8/14/01)

ASSIGNMENT OF OFFICIALS
Darryl Lamps is the assigner of officials for the conference.  He assigns officials for all conference games as well as non-conference home games for conference schools.  (Viterbo University, however, in an agreement with Mr. Lamps, assigns half of its non-conference home games.)  All games will utilize a 3-person officiating crew.  Acceptance of assignments by the officials serve as the contracts.  Each school will receive copies of all assignments.  Institutions cancelling games at a late date (after October 1) for any reason except weather, are responsible for paying the officials assigned to those games.

EQUIPMENT AND GAME SITE

Game Ball—The NAIA recommends the Rawlings RCE-NAIA-W.  In the absence of this ball, each school should have a COMPOSITE wide channel ball available for usage.

The home team is to provide a minimum of six balls for the visiting team warm-up.

The home team will provide water for both the home and visiting teams.

The home team will provide bench towels for both teams, but not shower towels.

Locker and training rooms should be accessible to all teams 90 minutes prior to the start of the first game.

Playing floor should be accessible to all teams at least 45 minutes prior to the start of the first game.  It is strongly encouraged to have the floor accessible sooner than this.
The home team will provide a chalk/dry erase board and chalk /dry erase marker to the visiting team.

If there are only two locker rooms at the game site, visiting men’s and women’s team will share the same locker room.

A Certified Athletic Trainer will be provided by the home team for both teams.

There is no pass list or complimentary passes for visiting teams during conference play.  Spouses and immediate family of the basketball coaching staff shall be admitted free of charge.

GAME FORMAT

The home team (game management) is responsible for crowd control.  Each spectator is expected to remain seated throughout the pre-game and game situations.  Designated walkway areas will be supervised to ensure fans are not allowed contact with players or officials.

Half-time will be 15 minutes in length with the floor cleared at the five minute mark for teams to warm-up.

Half-time statistics will be provided by the home team.

There will be 25 minute warm-up period between the men’s and women’s games.

Post game statistics will be provided by the home team.

The home team will provide the visiting team with a dubbed videotape of the game.  This tape will be provided to the visiting team prior to their departure.  The visiting team will provide the videotape to be dubbed.

The visiting team will provide a typed media list to the home team.

The home team will call/fax game information for both teams.

The home team will provide a place for the visiting team to call/fax their own scores if they so desire.

PERSONNEL

The home team will provide scorekeepers, timers and officials.  These people will be supervised by a game-day director.  It is recommended that this position NOT be the head 

coach of the home team.

CONFERENCE DETERMINATION

The conference championship will be decided by head to head competition.

Ties will result in co-champions.

For post-season tournament seeding, the tie-breaker is as follows:

1) win/loss record in head to head competition

2) win/loss record starting with the highest seeded team not involved in the tie

3) point spread in head to head competition

CONFERENCE STATISTICS

Basketball statistics and game results must be compiled and faxed to the conference SID by noon on Mondays of each reporting week.  Any nominations for Conference Player of the Week must accompany the statistics that are faxed.  During non-conference play (November, December and first week of January), total cumulative statistics and Player of the Week nominations will be faxed.  When conference play begins in January, total cumulative statistics, conference cumulative statistics, game results and Player of the Week nominations must be faxed to the conference SID.

CONFERENCE RATINGS

Due to the format for NAIA Division II Women’s Basketball Ratings, our conference coaches have decided that involvement of all coaches in the rating process is important and fair.  Therefore we have established a procedure for conference ratings.

A. Pre-Season Rating

On the Monday before the NAIA women’s basketball pre-season rating, all Midwest Classic Conference head coaches will rate in order all conference teams except their own.  The votes will be tallied and the result will be used by the conference rater to submit the conference top five to the NAIA national office.

B. In-Season Ratings

1. On the Monday of each in-season NAIA women’s basketball rating, each head coach should send (by e-mail or fax) their rater update form from the women’s basketball manual to all coaches in the conference by 9:00 a.m.

2. Each head coach should review the information and submit (by e-mail or fax) their conference top five to the conference rater by 11:00 a.m.  The coach may include their own team.  In making choices, please consider the criteria outlined in the manual (in no particular order):

a. strength of schedule

b. head to head competition

c. win-loss record (home and away)

The rater will then compile the votes and send the conference top five to the NAIA national office.

3. Each head coach should send the rater update form to all Division II raters by noon.  The list of raters is in your NAIA Women’s Basketball Coaches Manual.  Please follow the instructions outlined in the manual.

FILM EXCHANGE

Each conference school is required to provide one game tape to each of the other conference schools.  Specific game tapes can be requested by the receiving school.  All head coaches should send (by mail, e-mail or fax) their film requests by December 1.  All films should be postmarked by December 27.

ALL-CONFERENCE PROCEDURES

The basketball chair will mail, fax, or e-mail out nomination forms to each head coach.  Each coach can nominate any number of his/her players.  Upon receiving the nominations, the basketball chair will fax/e-mail to each head coach a composite of all the nominees, and a form to rank the players.  Each coach is to select 10 players for the All-Conference team, but cannot vote for his/her own players.  A point system of 10-9-8-7-6-5-4-3-2-1 will be utilized.  The 10 players receiving the most votes will constitute the All-Conference Team.  If there is a tie for the tenth spot, then all players who are tied will be on the All-Conference Team.  Any other players receiving votes will be All-Conference Honorable Mention.

The Midwest Classic Conference Player of the Year will be voted upon after the All-Conference team has been decided.  The top four vote getters from the All-Conference team will be voted upon for Conference Player of the Year.  The Midwest Classic Conference Coach of the Year will also be voted upon at this time.

The members of the All-Conference Team, the Player of the Year and the Coach of the Year will receive a plaque and a certificate.  Honorable mention players will receive certificates.  Each school will also receive a certificate.

SPORTSMANLIKE CONDUCT

A. It shall be the responsibility of each institution to ensure that all individuals 

employed by, or directly associated with the athletic program of that institution conduct themselves in a sportsmanlike manner when representing their institution, especially at intercollegiate contests.

B. Unsportsmanlike conduct shall subject the individual to disciplinary action.  


The institution with which the offending individual is associated may also be subject to disciplinary action if it is found that the institution’s policies, action, or failure to act substantially contributed to the individual’s misconduct.

C. Acts of Unsportsmanlike Conduct and Individual Penalties shall include, but not be limited to:

1.   any player who strikes or physically abuses an official, coach or player.  

      This person may be ejected from the contest, and in the event of a flagrant 

violation, may be suspended for additional contests as the conference commissioner deems appropriate.

                  2.  any person who intentionally incites participants or spectators to violent 

or abusive action shall be subject to public reprimand for the first offense or a one contest suspension in the event of a flagrant violation, and a suspension for two contests for any additional offense.

       3.  any person who uses obscene gestures or profane or unduly provocative          

language or action toward officials, opponents, or spectators, shall be 

subject to a public reprimand for the first offense, and to a suspension for one contest for any additional offense.

4.  any person who publicly is unduly critical of any game official,          


           conference personnel, another institution or its personnel, shall be subject 


to a public reprimand for the first offense, and to a suspension for one   contest for any additional offense.

5. any person who engages in negative recruiting by making statements to a 

prospective student-athlete, her parents, high school coach, junior college coach, or other person interested in the prospective student-athlete, which are unduly derogatory of another institution, its personnel, or its athletic program shall be subject to a public reprimand for the first offense, and to a suspension of the privilege of recruiting for one season for an additional offense.

6. Nothing herein shall prevent the Assigner of Officials from taking  

appropriate interim action.

D. Institutional Penalties

A violation by an institution, or by institution personnel who are not participants in a contest shall be subject to a public reprimand or further censure as provided for by the NCIAC Bylaw, Article 1, Section 5,6.

E. Carrying Penalty Over to the Next Season

Whenever a penalty or suspension is imposed at or near the end of a season of competition, the penalty or suspension may be carried over into the next season of competition.

F. Definition of Terms

As used in this regulation, the following terms have the designated meaning:

1.   In the case of a PLAYER, suspension means that the player cannot

      participate in the designated number of contests, but may practice.

2. In the case of a COACH, suspension means that the coach cannot be 

present in the playing arena for the designated number of contests, but may conduct practice sessions. 

To:  Ray Shovlain

From:  Bobbi Vandenberg

Re:  Conference Sport Guidelines

Hello Ray—I greatly apologize for my tardiness on these guidelines.  I had a good start on them and then a bunch of other things hit and I lost track of getting them done.  In the meantime, we were doing massive fund-raising and I’m not even supposed to work the months of June and July!  I will send these to the conference coaches on Thursday.  If you have any concerns, please let me know.

August 14, 2001

Hello Coaches;

Enclosed you will find your official copy of the conference guidelines.  Please note the change in the official game ball—I received notice today that the composite ball is now the official ball.  I hope you all had great summers and that you’re ready to dig into the school year.  Please feel free to call me with any questions or concerns you may have.

Bobbi Vandenberg

Viterbo University

