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During the 2002-03 school year, the schools of the Midwest Classic Conference participated in the NAIA’s Champions of Character initiative.  As part of this initiative, the MCC will name an All-Conference Champions of Character team for each sport.  Listed below are the All-Conference teams selected for the fall sports of 2002.  Also listed below is a more detailed look at the NAIA’s Champions of Character initiative.  For more information regarding this initiative, visit the NAIA’s website at www.naia.org/championsofcharacter.html.

Men’s Soccer 

Thomas Atkinson
Sr.
Mount St. Clare

Jeremy Beck
Sr.
St. Ambrose

Brian DePriest
Jr.
Iowa Wesleyan

Willie McGowan
Sr.
Grand View

Greg Schnackenberg
Sr.
Mt. Mercy

Eric Tweed
Sr.
Viterbo

Women’s Soccer

Theresa Bartley
Jr.
Viterbo

Sarah Francis
Jr.
Grand View

Mary Norris
Sr.
St. Ambrose

Tammi Porter
Sr.
Iowa Wesleyan

Monica Schmidt
Sr.
Mt. Mercy

Volleyball

Jennifer Helgeson
Sr.
Grand View

Jess Mueller
Soph.
Mt. Mercy

Nicki Robinson
Jr.
Viterbo

Emily Saehler
Jr.
St. Ambrose

Mandy Weltz
Sr.
Iowa Wesleyan


Men’s Cross Country

Brian Burmeister
Jr.
Mount St. Clare

Wes Felton
Soph.
Mt. Mercy

James Light
Sr.
William Penn

Women’s Cross Country

Krista Hickey
Sr.
Mount St. Clare

Amy Marshall
Jr.
Mt. Mercy

Shannon Stusse
Soph.
William Penn

Men’s Golf

Darren Hince
Jr.
St. Ambrose

Luke Slaymaker
Jr.
Mt. Mercy

Women’s Golf

Megan Gavin
Jr.
St. Ambrose
Tesha Moser
Jr.
Mt. Mercy

Women’s Tennis

Noelle Stecher
Soph.
St. Ambrose
Mission Statement
The NAIA "Champions of Character" initiative will create an environment in which every NAIA student-athlete, coach, official and spectator is committed to the true spirit of competition through respect, integrity, responsibility, servant leadership, and sportsmanship.
Vision Statement
When researching the NAIA’s place in the history of sport and higher education, several consistencies are apparent, including its dedication to academic achievement along with athletic excellence. Also apparent is the organization's role as a trailblazer in providing equal opportunities for all student-athletes. Above all, there is an expectation of ethical behavior and a commitment to scholarship, sportsmanship and leadership.
Throughout its history, the NAIA and its members have used sport informally as a vehicle for character development. Because the athletic arena has become a microcosm of society, the time has come to bring a more formal emphasis to character development on every level and especially in sport. The NAIA "Champions of Character" initiative, through awareness, education and community involvement, will continue to develop an atmosphere of integrity in sport. Character and cooperation will grace our youth as they compete in athletics and life.
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For more information, contact MCC Sports Information Director Nels Popp at (608) 796-3820 or

e-mail him at nkpopp@viterbo.edu or visit the MCC website at www.midwest-classic.com

